THE MARSHALL MOUTHPIECE
GCM Marching Statesmen Band Parent & Student Newsletter

November 23, 2025

We have a short week this week. Hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday! We are thankful
for each and every one of you.

EVENTS THIS WEEK:

Remember to check the calendar on the Marshall Band website at www.marshallband.org regularly for
the most up-to-date information:

e Monday, November 24
o 3:15-4:45 PM After-School Rehearsal in Marshall band room for HAWAII-
Bound Marching Statesmen
e Wednesday, November 26-Friday, November 28
o NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving Holiday!

STUDENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

The Kilmer Band Winter Concert is Tuesday, December 2 at Marshall HS. We need several Marshall
Band student volunteers to sell COOKIE GRAMS before the concert from 6:00PM-7:00PM. Pre-
packaged cookies and all material for table setup will be provided and you can earn Tri-M or other club
service hours for your time.

Students Sign up here if you are able to help: Cookie Gram Sales at Kilmer Band Concert

COOKIE DONATION OPPORTUNITY

Calling all bakers or those who love to make sugar cookies, but don’t want to eat them all!...If you are
interested in donating two dozen large, decorated, winter-themed homemade sugar cookies for our
COOKIE GRAM sale at the Kilmer Band Winter Concert (see above), please contact Michelle Thompson
at gcmbpopresident@gmail.com. You are welcome to use your own sugar cookie recipe or I can send you
my favorite easy-to-follow recipe for super-yummy no-fail rolled sugar cookies! Please use holiday-
neutral winter-themed shapes (e.g., snowflakes, evergreen trees, mitten, gingerbread man, etc.) to make a
cookie that is approximately 3”— 4” in size. I can lend you cookie cutters and/or supply you with clear
bags for individual wrapping, or you can supply your own. Cookies should be decorated, individually
wrapped, and delivered to band room anytime on Dec. 1 or on Dec. 2 (before 6:00 PM). We will be
charging $3 per cookie as a fundraiser for GCM band.

HAWAII-BOUND STUDENT INFO

Hawaii-Bound Marching Statesmen--Please be sure you are checking your email inbox for information on
packing checklists, updated itineraries, and more as our departure date of Dec. 4 is fast-approaching.
After Thanksgiving break, students will be receiving our tribute t-shirt as well as a performance polo and
coordinating baseball cap that will be worn during the parade. In the meantime, please be sure you have a
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pair of khaki shorts or skort for marching in the parade, and that you make a note to pack each of these
clothing items when you are packing for the trip. (We do not have a “back-up” plan for outfitting students
who forget to pack their parade and performance attire, so it is crucial that you review the checklist and
have these items in your suitcase before heading to the airport.) Finally, please be sure you have looked
over all other information so that you are prepared for what is needed—including spending money for all
lunches/dinners for meals that are marked “on your own” on the itinerary. Questions? Please reach out to
our volunteer parents coordinator, Trish Vanstory at paavanstory@gmail.com

Looking Ahead:

e Monday, December 1
o 3:45-5:45 PM Hawaii Marching Statesmen REHEARSAL (@ South Lakes HS
e Tuesday, December 2
o 6:00-7:00 PM Cookie Gram Sales for Kilmer Band Concert at GCM for
participating Student Volunteers
e Thursday, December 4-Wednesday, December 10
o Hawaii Trip for Participating Marching Statesmen
e Wednesday, December 17
o 3:30 PM Afterschool Rehearsal for Winter Band Concert
e Thursday, December 18
o 7:00 PM Winter Band Concert @ GCM Auditorium

QUESTIONS? Please contact Michelle Thompson (Band Parent Organization President) at
gembpopresident@gmail.com or Paul Vesilind (Marshall Band Director) at pjvesilind@fcps.edu
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